LINK 'N' TOWER
Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) and United Church of Christ
Rev. Melanie Lawrence-Caldwell, Pastor
Volume 116, Number 7

August, 2016

From the Pastor
“Our lives are not dependent on whether or not we have conflict. It is what we do with conflict that makes the
difference.” Thomas F. Crum
Thomas F. Crum has written a book The Magic of Conflict. He defines conflict as not something to avoid and run
from, but something from which we can grow. Our first myth about conflict: conflict is negative. Nature doesn’t
see conflict in this way, but uses it as a motivator for change. The Colorado River has created fantastic cliffs and
rock patterns over countless years of conflict between water and earth. Without conflict, the Grand Canyon
would not be. A small grain of sand in an oyster shell is an irritant for the oyster… it is a conflict. But from this
small grain of sand a beautiful pearl will form. Again, without conflict, there would be no pearl.
Conflict isn’t negative, it just is.
I’m deeply disturbed by the amount of vitriol being thrown by all of our political parties right now! This hatred
will only beget more violence. You are free to disagree with me, but I don’t see this as conflict. I see it as mean
spirited mud-slinging as a means to win votes. Please don’t tell me, “This is just the way things are in politics.”
It doesn’t have to be this way. Disagree on issues! Stop the personal attacks and hatred!
Equating conflict with contest is another myth we have typically accepted as truth. But conflict is not contest.
Conflict just is. We choose whether or not to make it a contest where there are winners and losers. And often, our
need to win takes precedence over resolving the conflict.
But conflict as opportunity, and acknowledging someone in the midst of conflict means that there can be growth
and possibility for relationship. And conflict is rarely about who is right and who is wrong, but is about
acknowledgment and appreciation of differences.

In the last few months, we have seen how conflicts have driven us apart in this country. Whether the cause is
racism, brutality, or differences of opinion on LGBTQ issues, the effect on us is fear, anxiety, distrust, and yes,
death. There are no innocent parties except the children.
What we choose to do with the conflicts around us will make all the difference, for both us and our children. We
can use what comes our way as building blocks for a new future or stumbling blocks. Which do you think Jesus
would be doing with us?
Shalom, Melanie
CANCER CENTER AT CHILDREN'S HOSPITAL (CHOP Foundation)
(August MOM)
This month's mission of the month is the Cancer Center at Children's Hospital of Philadelphia (CHOP). This is a
place where children diagnosed with any type of cancer are treated by some of the best doctors in the world
using an evidence-based approach backed by the latest research advancements. From standard treatment
protocols to unique clinical trials only available at CHOP, each child has their own team working with them so
they have the best chance to survive and thrive. Because CHOP is a not for profit hospital and cancer research
center, it is imperative we give as generously as we are able because there is nothing more precious than our
children. For more information please check out the CHOP website at www.chop.edu. Check out the children's
individual stories and find out the many ways you can help.
EXCITING HAPPENINGS AT COLLENBROOK
August is upon us and with it many opportunities to be a part of our community. Check out the various things
going on this month:
Communion Schedule
We are now offering Holy Communion each month during worship, plus special Sundays. Most often we will
celebrate Communion in worship on the first Sunday of each month. This may vary on occasion, but that will be
the norm. If you have questions, please check the newsletter calendar or call the church office. If you are unable
to attend worship and would like the Pastor or an Elder to bring Communion to your home, we are happy to do
this. Please let us know in the church office. This month communion is on August 7th.
Handbell Choir Fall Schedule
Handbell choir resumes rehearsals on Wednesdays from 7-9 pm beginning on August 10th. If you love music
and want something a little different this is for you. All that is required to participate is a love for music and the
ability to keep a beat. The choir will be joining worship at least once a month as part of the music ministry of
Collenbrook: 9/25th; 10/23rd; 11/20th; 11/27th; 12/4th; 12/11th (previous 3 dates for advent ensemble); 12/18th;
12/24th; 12/25th (solo). As a sidenote, there are still 3 bells for purchase ($230 each) so if you haven't bought
your bell yet there is still time.
Council Retreat
Saturday, August 13 , 1-5 pm the Council is holding its annual retreat. Once again, the Noce’s are hosting us in
their home. If you are not on Council, but are interested in attending, you are more than welcome to join us.
Please let Melanie know so that we can accommodate additional numbers for seating. Our focus this year is
visioning and planning for our future.
th

“Clobber” Texts Bible Study
Tuesdays, August 16th and 23rd, 7-9 pm. During two sessions, we will explore what are often referred to as “the
clobber texts” or Bible texts that are often used to beat up the LGBTQ community. When they are used as a
weapon to hurt anyone, they cease to be holy and of God. We will explore their historical context to discern how
they may have been intended for the communities in which they were written. All are welcome to join us! I
promise, it won’t be dull or dry.

Creek Invasives Clean-up
Saturday, August 20 from 9-noon we’re once again embarking on creek invasives clean-up. If you are able to
work outside, we need your help! We’ve made a dent in some of this work, but there’s much more to do. Bring
your friends and neighbors, too!
Community Dinner
The community dinners are quickly becoming the place to be for good food and great fellowship. Each
successive month we see more members of the wider community coming to get a free well balanced home
cooked dinner. Please help get the word out to your family, friends and neighbors that our next dinner is
Thursday, August 25th from 5-7 pm.
All Church Picnic and Pool Party
Sunday, August 28th following worship, we are invited to Margaret Reynard’s home for a pool party and picnic.
We’ll be able to car pool from the church if you’d like. Margaret and her family are providing all the meat. We’re
asked to bring side dishes (pot luck) to share. There is a lot to do other than swim and eat, but we do need a
head-count. See the sign-up sheet in the sanctuary, or call the church office and leave a message. This is going to
be so much fun, you won’t want to miss it!
Ancona School Break
Ancona School is closed the last week of August (8/29th – 9/6th), leaving us with the opportunity to get some
things done around the building that may otherwise be difficult with all the children around. If you have a project
that you would like to tackle or have an idea, please speak with Melanie, Kristen R., Joe F., Ted V. or Debbie M.
September Jump Start
There will be another church rummage sale on September 16th and 17th. Rummage sales are Collenbrook's
biggest fundraiser so we need everyone to start going through closets, garages and attics and gather those
treasures that need new homes. We are especially looking for furniture and larger items. Let's make this sale the
best one yet!
Another event in September is an open mike night on the 10th. This will be hosted by the Singles Group so if
you'd like to participate in any way please see Michael T.
Coming in October!
We are offering a new Adult Prayer Study entitled “Unbinding Your Soul.” It is a familiar format for those who
participated in “Unbinding the Gospel.” However, the one big difference is this one is built into two 4 week
sessions. The first 4 weeks is a warm up – and experiment in Prayer and Community. If after these weeks we
wish to go on, then we can. Are you interested? There’s a sign-up sheet at the front of the sanctuary. Signing up
means you may be interested, but does not commit you to anything. It lets the leaders know to be in contact with
you. You may also email Melanie or the church office to let them know. We’re excited about this amazing
experiment! As you’ll read in the introduction to the study:
God can, and will, do amazing things in our lives and through us if we’ll just pay attention and follow. This is a
pretty humble process. It isn’t rocket science. It’s spiritual growth. We trust that God will bless our lives and take
us to the next deeper level if we’ll talk honestly with each other, listen carefully and respectfully to each other,
study bits of the Bible and pray. Four weeks isn’t very long, so let’s not tiptoe around the main point or fuss
around with leading up to it gently.”
If you’re interested enough to agree to meet four time and to pray for three weeks, let’s get started!

New Fundraiser: Ebay for Collenbook
Do you have treasurer in you drawers and closets? We have a way to turn them into cash that can benefit both
you and Collenbrook. Recently Nancy and Pat had an electric log splitter that was relatively new but they no
longer wanted. They tried to sell it at the yard sales, but it went unsold. So they donated it to Collenbrook and
asked Tom Gambino to list it on Ebay. It was viewed by people all over the country. Three weeks later a man
from Tabernacle NJ paid $175 for it. Nancy and Pat directed the proceeds to Collenbrook. Nancy and Pat get a
tax deduction. Tom Gambino recently sold a Mont Blanc pen that was sitting in a drawer for $217 on Ebay. He
donated $160 fo th proceed to Collenbrook.
So how does this become a fundraiser for Collenbrook? Tom Gambino is setting up an Ebay account for
Collenbrook. All you have to do is identify items for sale and bring them to church. If you have original boxes
and/or instructions they improve the value. Tom will take a bunch of picture and list the items on Collenbrook’s
Ebay account. When your item sells, you donate 50% or all to Collenbrook.
When the item is listed you will receive a copy of the listing. When it is sold you will receive a copy of the sale.
Then, 7 to 10 days later the cash becomes available. Anything not sold after 2 months will be returned or, if you
wish, become part of our next yard sale. Note, most Ebay items are shipped to the buyer using the US Postal
Service. So weight and size are important. Generally Ebay is not for furniture.
So let’s see if together we can turn some of your unwanted junk or those gifts which the giver was sure you
wanted but in fact you did not, into cash benefitting you and Collenbrook.
CHURCH ORGAN SEARCH
A trip to Allen organs happened a couple of weeks ago. It was exciting to see just how much organs have
changed to keep up with new technology! We will continue our quest by contacting other organ companies so
that we get the best organ we can for the money. Along with installing a new organ in the next several months we
must decide how best to install the new organ and how we can remodel the chancel to enhance our worship
experience. This is a very exciting time in the life of Collenbrook so if you want to participate in the discussion
please make sure to attend a council meeting in the near future.
CHURCH INFORMATION - NEW
Pastor Melanie has changed her days off to Mondays and Fridays, at least for now. She was finding herself
working many Tuesdays due to various meetings, etc. Therefore, Melanie will be in the office on Tuesdays,
Wednesdays and Thursdays. Please call the church or drop in during those days if you would like to speak with
her. It is always a good idea to call ahead just to make sure she is available. Please remember there are times
when she is out of the office during these days working on church or denominational business.
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